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T HE following Sermon was compoſed, in the 
, ordinary Courſe of my Duty, without any In- 
tention at that Time of making it farther 
public. What calls it forth now is This. The Author 
has obſerved with equal Grief and Amazement, that 
thoſe awful Diſpenſations of Providence which are now 
abroad in the World, inſtead of amending us by raiſing 
our Thoughts to GOD, are the accidental Occaſion of 
our growing worſe, by leading Men to account for 
theſe Things, by fortuitous and material Cauſes, with- 
out the Guidance and Direction of any ſuperintending 
Mind. Earthquakes, it is ſaid, are things merely Na- 
tural, depending upon the accidental Exploſion of ſul- 
phureous Particles! If by Natural be only meant Com- 


man, it muſt be owned they are of late become: dread- 
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fully ſo; but if it be intended by that Word to ſignify 
that they are ated things, like the Motions of the 
heavenly Bodies, then they who talk thus would do 
well to add a Tabſe of Earthquakes to that of the 
Eclipſes; Laſtly, if they are Galled Vatural in the ſame 
Senſe that Vegetation and the Formation of animal Bo- 


dies are ſaid to be natural, it is allowed they are fo, and 


like thoſe two great Works, will be found to be the 
immediate Work of Mind. Shall we own a W atcly r to 


be the Contrivance of Mind, and yet deny the Agency 
of Mind in the Production of things ſo infinitely tran- 
ſcending as the exquiſite Organization of Plants and 
Animals. Had we ſeen the inſtantaneous Formation of 
the firſt- created Oak, could we have hefitared one 


Moment, whether it were not the Work of ſome wiſe 


and powerful Being? And does it not requite as much 
Wiſdom and Power to form an Oak no, as it did then? 
Or had we ſeen the firſt three human Bodies produced, 
ſhould we not have oed each Production to have 
been equally marvellous, and equally the Work of 
Almighty Power ? It required the ſame Power and Skill 
to faſhion Cain 'sBody as to faſhion Adam's; the Difference 


of Time and Place es Diffzrencd at all in the 


4 Perfection 
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Perfection bf the "Thing made; or the requiſite Energy 
of the Maker. There was then no room for any Di- 
ſtinction between © Mirkculous and Watural,” for both 
Works were equally mtivellous, and as yet GOD had 
not -eſtabliſhed any Courſe of Mature, by repeating his 
Worktmav(hip in any one ſtated and uniform Manner. 
Cains manner of Production became afterwards, by 
Repetition, the Cummon or (as it is called) Matura Man- 
ner, but was not lefs'the immediate Work of GOD for 
being repeated: No one, ſure, can be ſo weak as to 
imagine, that it requires the immediate Hand and Skill 
of an Architect to build One Houſe, but no immediate 
Application and Contrivance at all to build Ten 7 bouſand.. 
Miraculontzand Natural, then are Words by which we 
expreſs the Ripiey « or Frequency of any Act of GOD. 
His Matura and Nepeatred Acts are as much His Acts, 
as his miraculous: and uncommon Ones; the frequent Re- 
petition may abate ſomewhat of our Surprize, but it 
ought certainly to add much to our Gratitude and Ado- 
ration. But, inſtead of this, many Men ſeem to think, 
that if a thing be ſaid to be Natural, it needs not then 
the immediate Agency of GOD Almighty Hand: the 
n Movements of Rain, and the like, are too 
0 trivial 


r 4 — 
* * — WY —— 2 * * 3 X a _ 
K _ A - — —— 222 i 2 dy — n 
— A 4 2 1 * * — . ds - . 2 Wt 83 —— ITY o 
- — TIE _ * : 5 — — 0 - — = - — * ads 4 


iv. P:: R Ez Fo A Co E. 


trivial to be his Work; nay the more extraordinary Mo- 
tions of the Pillars of the Earth, are now. diſregarded 
under the idle Jargon of being Natural. Indeed if we 
would ſee GOD's Hand in ary. thing, we ſhould ac- 
cuſtom ourſelves to diſcern it in every thing; and if 


things be rightly conſidered, it is as neceſſary in the 


Fall of a Sparrow, as in that of an Empire, or Iſland.' 
The late judicious Mr Baxter has enforced this Doctrine 


beyond all reaſonable Contradiction. The learned and 
ingenious Dr Warburton recommended his Works, © as 
« the moſt finiſhed of the kind that the preſent Times, 
c greatly advanced in true Philoſophy, have produced.” 
And had his Recommendation been ſo attended to, as 
to have made them more generally known, we ſhould 
have had fewer ſuperficial Smatterers in Philoſophy, and 
leſs leaning to the old and exploded: atheiſtical Notions 

of Materialiſm. Where That prevails; there is an End 


of all Religion: and inſtead of Prayers to aver: GOD's 


Anger, we can expect to meet with nothing but ſuch 
blaſphemous Philoſophizings, as muſt greatly increaſe it. 
Having already myſelf met with too much of that Sort, 
I thought it my Duty to contribute my Mite towards the 
Vindication of Providence. And if I ſhall be ſo happy 


as 
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as to prevail on any One ſingle Perſon to lift up his Eyes 
from Dead Matter to the Living God, I ſhall oount my- 
ſelf to have done ſomething towards ſtopping theſe 
crying Provocations, and towards the getting us out of 
our preſent dreadful and moſt alarming Situation. 
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Are not two Sparrows fold Jo a Farthing ? And One of 
Them ſhall not A, on "the n without Your 
Father. 8 4h 5 


| HE conſtant Inter-agency of an over-ruling Providence, 
56 4 though it be the joint Dictate both of Reaſon and Re- 


velation, and the very Foundation-Stone of all Religion; 
is nevertheleſs too ſubject to eſcape our Attention, or at 

leaſt to be regarded more {lightly than the Importance of the Thing 
deſerves. All human Affairs have been eſteemed by ſome, too 
trifling and inſignificant for the Notice of the Deity ; whilſt others 
have imagined him as direCting indeed the Grand Movements of the 
World in General, without ſtooping to the Minuteneſs of each, Leſs 
Particular. This has given Riſe to an erroneous Diviſion of Pro- 
vidence into Particular and General, and Men talk after one ano- 
ther, as if there really exiſted two Species of Providence, and ſome 
Things were effected by the General Providence, and other Things 
by the Particular Providence, Whereas, in Fact, General is no- 
thing but a Word denoting the Sum Total of all the Particulars : 
now although. Particulars do really exiſt, the Caſe is not the ſame 
with Generals, which are mere abſtract Notions : Mankind i in Ge- 
neral is nothing elſe but each Particular Man; and GOD's General 
Providence is nothing elſe but his Care of each Particular Thing. 


'The Care of each is neceſſarily included in the Care of all. To 
| B | allow 


[EF 


allow-then a General Providence, and yet to deny a Particular Pro- 
 vidence;*is- juſt as if we were to.ſuppoſe a Father to have a Generd! 
Care of all his Family, without taking any Care at all of each 
Particular Child. As the material. Univerfe is nothing elſe but the 
Sum Total of every Atom, ſo the Providence which ſuſtains and 
directs the Whole, muſt of Neceſſity be extended to all its Parts. 
No M hole can be ſo large as to exceed the Graſp of GOD's Power, 
nor 3 any Part ſo minute as to eſcape his Notice : He holdeth the 
Univerſe in the Hollow of his Hand, neither can a Sparrow fall to 
the Ground without our Heavenly Father. 

Nor may theſe Paſſages of Scripture which declare the * 
tendency of Providence over all Things, even the minuteſt, be 
evaded, by ſuppoſing them to be no more than proverbial Sayings, - 


or figurative Expreflions, ſince the Naturaliſt by every Day's Expe- 
riment finds them literally true; He ſees the Hand of GOD to be 


every where, and experiences the Scripture to teach in this kind of 
Phrafes, not only the moſt reverential e awd _ 0 tweſt 
and moſt accurate Philoſophy. 5 97% 
In contemplating Matter or Body, the firſt Thing that chbfkidl 
itſelf to our Notice, is its Inaftivity ; - that it is a merely 3 
dead Lump, utterly incapable of moving itſelf when at Reſt; 
of ſtopping itſelf when in Motion; that it reſiſts all Alteration is 
its preſent State, be it what it wid_- in exact Proportion to its 
Bulk; when at Reſt, it requires the Strength and Impulſe of ſome 
living Agent to put it into Motion; when in Motion, and puſhed 
along in a ſtraight Line, it equally requires the Interpoſition of ſome 
living Agent to ſtop its Courſe, or give it a new Direction: this 
Reſiſtance to every Alteration of State, is as eſſential to Body as 
Extenſion: and as no Power (how great ſoever) can render Matter 


ather than extended ; ſo no Power” (how great ſoever) can make it 
; - other 


85 
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other than reſiſting, or ſuper-add to Body, that f ſpontancons: Mo- 
tion-beginning Activity, which is peculiar to Mind. This one in- 
diſputable firſt Principle of natural Knowlege admitted, That it is 
impaſſible for Matter to move, ſtop, or new-direct itſelf, We ſhall 
ſoon perceive what Neceſſity there is for the conflant and immediate 
ert _ a in * erte n. a, 1 ei 
„ * 8 we ſee any Maſs of Magter (lappole a As) 
moving on uniformly in a ſtraight, Line, we may reſt aſſured, that 
it once had a Mover, and that ſome living Agent gave it that Di- 
rection: but if upon further. inſpecting this Maſs of Matter; we 
perceiye that it is frequently or perpetually puſhed out of its faſt 
Courſe, and ſubjected , continually to new Directions; then we may 
certainly be as well aſſured, that ſome Mind or living Agent ill 
continues to direct it, ANG, every Moments row it from its recti- 
. linear CourſeQQ. A INCIICA 
Again: If we ſee a Grain.of hand Matter (apo of; Wheat or 
of ſome other Grain) broken to Pieces, and the Pieces drawn out 
into fine Fibres, and the Fibres perforated into Tubes, through 
which proper Juices are ſqueezed; which Juices. bulbing ont into, 
convenient Pods, are at length hardened. and brought 1 to due Con- 
Gſtence : is it not manifeſt, that ſome living intelligent Being inter- 
Paten all the aubili, and acts inceſſantly through every Alteration? 
\\Laſtly, If in the. Incubation of oviparous Animals, we ſee * 
Malz continually changing its State and Condition, and the Bones, 
Muſcles, | Nerves, Veins; Arteries, and Myriads of capillary Tubes 
neceſſary for an animal Body, ſtill faſhioning, till it artives to the 
Perfection of that moſt exquifite Machine; is not the continaal In- 
. wiſe, and powerful Being every Moment 
zd. : Big | manifeſtly 


[4] 
manifeſtly requiſite, for the _— on and compleating this a6 


Fran Work? O 
Vet inſtead of admitting this emwör Inter- agency, Men fre- 


quently fati-fy themſelves with imputing theſe Works of Intelli- 
gence to Nature, Chance, or I know not what other Word; for 
Words they are, and Words only, Vo & preterea' nibil. Nature, 
Chance, Art, and other metaphyſical Terms, which properly denote 
only the Manner in which a Thing is done, are prepoſterouſly 


miſtaken for phyſical Cauſes, and treated as really exiſting Beings. 
How common is it to hear Men ſpeak i in the ſame Breath of GOD 


and Nature; as if the latter as well as the former were an exiſting 
Agent, which had its diſtin Province of Action: whereas Na- 
ture is only a metaphyſical Word, denoting GOD's uſual or cuſto- 
mary Manner of acting; as Miracle is a Word ſignifying his un- 
common Manner : fo Chance is the Name by which we expreſs that 
Manner of an Agent's acting, whereby he produces an Effet? 
” different from what be intended: Art or Defign is that Manner of 
an Agent's ating,” whereby he brings about the intended Effect. 

If a Soldier in Battle, ſtriking at his Enemy kills him, this is ſaid 
to be done by Defign ; but if aiming at his Enemy, he unfortu- 
nately in the Hurry kills his Friend, this is ſaid to be done by 
Chance; yet the Soldier in both Caſes is the ſole Agent, and Defign 
and Chance are only Words denoting the different Manner of his 
acting. The latter Manner of acting as much requires the Strength 
of a living Agent as the former; ſo that to ſay a Thing is done by 
Chance, is to deny the Intention, but not the Power of the Doer. 

But inſtead of uſing theſe metaphyſical Words thus accurately, to 
mark the different Manner of Actions, they are frequently uſed in 


a eonſuſed Way, as if they were 1 Names of phyſical. — 
thus 


151 
thus we often hear of Works of Nature, and Creatures of Chance; 
if we enquire, Who forms an Acorn into an Oak, it is thought a 
ſufficient Anſwer to ſay, it is done by Nature; which is neither 
better nor worſe than as, if upon Enquiry who built any particular 
Houſe, it ſhould be gravely anſwered, it was built by Art. Art 
and Nature rightly expreſs the Manner of the AQtion, but the 
Author of the Action, or Agent himſelf; is, in both Caſes, of Ne- 
2 ſome intelligent ſagacious Mind. 

Againſt this perhaps it may be urged, chat the Direction of: Mind 
or an intelligent Being, was indeed neceflary for the firſt Formation 
of the Univerſe; but that the Machine was then fo perfected, as to 
need no future Interpoſition of the Creator, he having from that 
Time, eſtabliſhed: certain Laws of Motion, which Matter has ever 
fince obeyed, Now this is putting us off with. a Metaphor. Me- 
taphorical Expreſſions do very well in Poetry. It would be proper 
enough in a Poem to ſay, that at the Creation the Chaos heard 
GOD's Voice; that Matter received his Laws, to which it has ever 
ſince yielded a willing Obedience: but it would be, very miſguiding 
in Religion or Philoſophy to adopt ſuch Expreſſions there, and to 
ſpeak of dead Matter's Hearing, Receiving, or Obeying Laws. 
Laws are Rules of Action given by a ſuperior Perſon to an Inferior, 
for the forming his Conduct; which always ſuppoſe the Inferior 
capable of Hearing and Obeying : but in dead Matter there is no 
Capacity of receiving and obeying Laws, nor the leaſt Shadow of 
any Thing that is analogous thereto. When therefore Men ſpeak 
of the Laws of Matter and Motion, all that they can reaſonably 
mean by it, is, that the Divine Wiſdom has preſcribed to 27%, cer- 
tain Laws of Uniformity in the giving Motion to Bodies: Laus fo 
itſelß, I ſay, but not Laws to the Bodies, which are utterly incapable 
of. repeiving or obeying general Laws, Minds only are. capable of 


a gene- 


. 


6 


a general Obedience, whilſt Bodies are ated upon ſolely, by parti- 
cular Force: they change not their State of Reſt or Motion, or ac- 
quite any new Direction at Command, but only upon the freſh Ap- 
plication of the Strength of ſome living Agent: and whenever 
they are ſpoken of as acting, inſtead of being thus acted upon, * 
Truth is loſt and butied under metaphorical Froth. nx 
Vet theſe paſſive Maſſes are often inaccurately ſpoken of as en- 
dowed with certain active Powers, particularly with that of At- 
traction If we aſk who or what it is that occaſions the different 
Tenacity of Wax and Iron, it is thought ſufficient to anſwer, The 
Attrattion of Cobeſion: It we would enquire what Hand inviſible 
every Moment alters a Planet's rectilinear Courſe, and gives it in- 
ceſſantly new Directions; we ſhould be told, that it is the Attrac- 
tion of Gravitation. Now if we had enquired the Name of that 
Aclion whereby one Piece of Matter is impelled towards another, 
this had been a good Anſwer : but when we aſk thy Name of the 
Cauſe of Attraction, or of the Agent who does that Action; what 
can be more inaccurate than thus to give the Name of the Action 
inſtead of the Name of the Agent. Attraction, Coheſion, Gra- 
vitation, are the Names of Actions not of Actors, and the miſ- 
placing theſe, and putting the one inſtead of the other; is ſuch 
trifling as Mankind are never guilty of where the Actors are viſible. 
If it were aſked who moved a Bench, no one would give for An- 
ſwer that it was moved by Motion: yet where the Agent is {nvijib/, 
the graveſt Philoſophers anſwer thus inaccurately, and think it a 
ſufficient Solution of this Queſtion.— Who draws the Moon from 
its rectilinear Courſe ?— to ſay, It is Attraction; which is only 
giving a fynonymous Word, and ſaying no more than that it is 
drawn by Drawing. The Point is not, whether this Drawing ſhall 
be -called yas one Name or another, bote to find out who is the 
A Drawer ? 


y L 7] 


Drawer? © what Hfiving Agent it is which inceſſantly gives new 
Directions to lifeleſs Maſſes, utterly incapable of new-dire&ing 
themſelves? and who by one uniform Graſp (call we it Attraction, 
Providence, or by what other Name we pleaſe) ſupporteth all 
Things, at all Times, and in all Places; thereby demonſtrating 
himſelf to be omnipotent, eternal, and oranipreſent, Wo 3 of 
Kings, and GOD of Gods. 

Not a Sparrow then, nor the minuteſt Atom, can fall to the 
Ground, without the immediate Agency of our Heavenly Father. 


— 


For, ſince dead Matter cannot poſſibly move or ne w- direct itſelf; 


and yet ſince every Particle of Matter is inceſſantly moved and new- 
directed; we have even an ocular Demonſtration of the Perpetual 
Interpoſition of his continual Providence. 

Now if this conſtant Superintendency be thus neceſſary in the 
natural, how much mote muſt it needs be fo, in the ora! World? 
Though it had been poflible (as it is not) for a material Machine a8 
large and complicated as the Univerſe, to be ſo conttived, as to con- 
tinue its Motion without Alteration or Amendment; yet it is quite 
unimaginable that free Agents, who may abuſe their Liberty, ſhould 
uſe it always fo uprightly, as never to need Correction. Interpo- 
fition with ſuch Beings appears to be abſolutely neceſfary, and a 
Change of Meaſures requilite on Change of Circumſtances. As 
our Demerits, fo GOD's Meaſures are various. On common Oec- 
caſions he makes uſe of his common or ftared Manner of acting; 
in extraordinary Caſes he uſes his infolirulons or counter. ate — 
ner, Wee e eee, eee ee mon e ee 73 

But befides GOD's natural or Rare Way of acting, and lis w 
raculbus. Method of acting ſometimes cornter to his ſtated Way, 
there is another large Field of his Actions (much larger perhaps 
than both the other put together) which may not unfitly be called 


* [-8 ] FER! 

his unflated Way, Thus if GOD by continuing his gravitating 
Graſp, keeps the Earth in its wonted Orbit, this is 2 natural or 
ated Way of acting; if he ſhould by ceaſing that Graſp, let it fly 
off in a ſtraight Line, this would be mzraculous or counter ſtated; 
but whether he ſhall To- morrow in Ten Thouſand given Points, 
move the Atmoſphere Ten Thouſand different Ways, this is alto- 
gether uncertain and unſlated; and therefore unſtated too are all the 
Conſequences of theſe Ten Thouſand different Winds, the Health 
and Sickneſs, the Safety and Deſtruction, the Proſperity and Ad- 
verſity, the Life and Death of each Individual thereby affected. 

| Theſe different Manners; of acting are adapted to the various 
2 of his moral Creatures. Were none of GOD' 8 Actions 

o be, ſlated, all Experience, all- F oreſight, all human Proceedings 
_ be at an End. It were as eaſy to Omnipotence to produce | 
an Oak fiom a Grain of Wheat as from an Acorn; but. what Con- 
fuſion muſt it occaſion to us, if be ſhould act thus, and not in one 
uniform ſtated Manner? His Uniformity i is altogether for our Sakes, 
that we may know what Effects to expect from what Cauſes. 
On the other Hand, if none of GOD's Actions were unſtated, 
this would put an End to Prayer and all Intercourſe with Heaven, 
and would preſent to us an ine xorable Fate, inſtead of a placable : 
' beneficent Deity. It is true our Prayers are intended to make an 
Alteration in ourſelves rather than in GOD, yet without ſomething 
analogous to. an Alteration expected in the Perſon prayed to, no 
Man ever does or can offer up a Petition. Prayers indeed aim not 
at moving GOD from his Purpoſes, at perſuading him to approve 
of Sin, or to ſpare 'unrepenting Sinners; + neither are they deſigned 
to importune him to caunter- act his tated Courſe of Things, which 
is with great Wiſdom appointed to be uniform; but all that they 


are intended for, is to ſollicit ſuch a Concurrence of his umſtated 
1 — Actions 
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Actions, as may be moſt for our Good ultimately and upon the 
Whole. Thus, fince beſide thoſe Actions of the Deity which are 
Hate the better to anſwer our Convenience and Expectance; and 
thoſe which are ſometimes (though rarely) counter-ftated, to awaken 
our Attention; fince beſides theſe, I fay, he has an ample Field of 
Action quite unfated; here is a Way left open for our Intercourſe 
with Heaven: eur Hopes are not extinguiſhed by the Apprehenfion 
of an irreverſible Fatality; but we ſee ourſelves in the Hand of an 
all · directing Providence; that nothing is too great, or too ſmall fot 
his Cognizance, that the very Hairs of our Head are all numbered, 
and that even one of them cannot fall to the Ground rn out 
Heavenly Father. | : 
The preſerving a ſtrong and vigorous wry of theſe e 
Truths in our Minds, is of very great Moment to practical Reli- 
gion. Our Ethicks will always be much affected by our Phy/ichs: 
If Men give into falſe Syſtems of Materialiſin; or if (though iti 
Words they admit of an intelligent Fin Cauſe) they remove GOD 
as far as poſſible out of their Sight, by interpoſing a long Train of 
Secondary Cauſes of their own Invention; the Effect upon Practice 
will in both Caſes be the ſame; no Diſpenſations of Providence 
will much affect their Conduct: no Murrains, no Peſtilences, no 
Wars, no Earthquakes will awaken to-Repentance, ſuch ſuperficial 
Reaſoners, as look no further than Second Cauſes, and leave the 
Firſt out of their Account. The Firft is properly the ſole Cauſe of 
all Things, and it is with ſome Latitude of Speech that Angels, or 
Men, or other Beings, to whom he has imparted ſome Degree of 
active Powers, can be called Cauſes at all: but it is the greateſt 
Abuſe of Language imaginable, to give the Name of Canfe to dead 
paſſive. Matter, or to call that the Agent, which can be but the 
en, Nitrous and ſaphurcous. Particles may be the Inſtru- 
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ment of blowing up either a Houſe or an Iſland; but it muſt be 
ſome living Agent who prepares, lights, and directs the Train. 
The frothy Jargon then of natural Cauſes, may deceive a Mind 
defirous of being deceived ; but a true Chriſtian Enquirer will carry 
his Views much further; he will not only eye the Rod, but will 
regard the Will and Intention of him that bath appointed it. He 
ſees the Hand of GOD in all Things, and knows that a Sparrow 
can no more fall without him, than an Empire. Chriſtian Morals 
may be expected from theſe Chriſtian Principles; they place us as 
it were in GOD's immediate Preſence, and lead us from the 


Creature to the Creator. This ſcriptural Doctrine of GOD's per- 


petual Inter- agency cannot but be attended with many good Con- 
ſequences. 

It lays open GOD's Omnipreſence as it were to our very Senſes, 
and ſhews him to be eſſentially and actually preſent every where. 
% Whither then can we go from this all-permeating Spirit, or 
“ whither ſhall we fly from thy immediate Preſence? If I climb 
up into Heaven, thou art there; if I go down to Hell, thou 
* art there alſo. Thou art about my Path, and about my Bed, 
% and ſpieſt out all my Ways. A Conſideration this, w_ which 
nothing can be more influential to holy Living. 

Again: It gives us a kind of ocular Demonſtration of the Divine 
Omnipotence. We ſee the Hand of GOD in all Things. The 
Followers of Epicurus weakly imagined that this would occaſion 
Fatigue and Embarraſſment to the Deity ; and becauſe perpetual 
and infinite Action would be tireſome to a Creatute's Weakneſs, 
they fondly ſuppoſed the Creator, ſitting at his Eaſe, an idle Spec-' 
tator of all Events. But in the School of Chrift we are taught 


another Leſſon ; that not a Sparrow falls without our Father; 


that whatſoeyer is done in Heaven or Earth GOD doth it himſelf; 
that 
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that nothing « can be too much for, or burdenſome to, that Being, 
ce who called forth all Things from Non-exiſtence ; who ſtretcheth 
« gut the North over the empty Places, and hangeth the Earth 
« upon nothing; who meaſureth the Waters i in the Hollow of his 
« Hand; who meeteth out Heaven with a Span, and compre- 
« hendeth the Duſt of the Earth in a Meaſure, and weigheth the 
= Mountains in Scales, and the Hills in a Ballance ; behold the 
« Nations are as a Drop of a Bucket, and are counted as the ſmall 
“ Daſt of the Ballance; behold he taketh up the Iſles as a very 
little Thing, all Nations before him are as nothing, and they 
te are counted to him as leſs than nothing and Vanity; that as this 
Almighty Being jir/# created, ſo he fiill upholdeth all Things, by the 
Strength of his Hand, and by the Word of his Power : all which 
ſcriptural Repreſentations are confirmed by every Day's Experiment, 
and from the fixed Stars to the Centre, wg ſee not one Atom which 
is not perpetually acted upon by ws uniform, univerſal, and 
all- ſuſtaining Graſp. % 

Laſtly, This lively Apprehenſion of an ever- acting Providence, 
has a manifeſt Tendency to render our Life calm and ſerene, and to 
take out the Sting of Death. Without this Cordial, Life would 
(under ſome Circumſtances) be an unſupportable Burden. But all 
that Gloom and Horror which attends the Perſuaſion of a fatal 
Neceſſity or blind Chance, vaniſhes and clears up, upon our ſeeing 
ourſelves out of that Jumble of Matter, and under the Guidance 
of Intelligence, of a Mind infinitely Wiſe and infinitely Good. 
This induces ſuch a Serenity, as fits us equally for Life or Death, 
for eſcaping this Wreck of the World, or for finking unappalled in 
it's Ruins. And this is the Uſe which our bleſſed Lord makes of 
the Paſſage before us, that we have little to fear, from thoſe Things 


which can only kill the Body, whilſt we live in the Fear and Senſe 
of 


of the aveful Preſence of hjm, * hath the Diſpoſal of. both Bad 
An Soul: that as his kind P ravidence extends to the in nuteſt Ants, 
mall, and his inte]li; ent Creatures are of much more Value, ſo, they 
need not doubt but he will be more careful of their Welfare, and 
gulde them fely through all the different Stages of their Bein 
Theſe Conſſderations make Death no longer the King of Terrors, 
but the harmleſs $ Conveyor of us to bleſſed Immortality. Thus by 
obſerving GOD's Hand in all. his Warks, we arrive at a tranquil 
Acquieſcence in all his Ways. 8 5 . 
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Great and marvellous are Thy N wks N G OD 1 
Juſt and he are Thy Ways, . Thou King of « Saints. | 
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